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FROM THE EDITOR'S DISK 
by Sue Staley
This quarter has flown by and lo and behold it is Spring. Spring brings a number of thoughts, spring cleaning, allergy season, taxes, the beginning day of baseball season and the beginning preparations for the State and National Conventions.

This issue brings together an array of articles for your reading. I found a speech delivered by Perry Sundquist to be an inspiration to all of us. It also is of great historical importance in our movement,

Ronald Staley, our Contributing Editor for this issue, relates his personal experience as one of the first blind persons to serve on a Federal Jury.

Our regular columnists are here once again as well as the debut of our talented Harriet Fielding with her contribution, "Chapter Chatter" appearing in the Around the State and Nation section.

At the end of this issue you will find the list of members on the CCB Publications Committee. These members welcome your input.

I look forward to seeing all of you at our Spring Convention.

Deadline for submission of articles to the Blind Californian Summer Issue is June 1, 1988. Submit your articles in Braille, cassette, computer diskette or in print to the Blind Californian, care of our executive offices.

REPORT FROM HEADQUARTERS
By Robert J. Acosta

It is springtime in the offices of the California Council of the Blind and we are busier than ever.

Plans are moving forward in preparing for our Spring Convention to be held May 12-19 at the Sierra Inn in Sacramento. We expect to have many dignitaries in attendance this year. Dr. P. Cecelio Fontanoza, Director of the State Department of Rehabilitation Will be the keynote speaker at our convention banquet.

M.J. Schmitt, Member of the ACB Board of Directors and Chair of the ACB Scholarship Committee will present to bring us up to date on the activities of the finest organization in the land, The American Council of the Blind.

Mr. John Manzelia, a member of the State Board of Guide Dogs for the Blind and a member of the Board of Directors of the California Restaurant Association, along with representatives from the California Restaurant Association, is hosting the wine and cheese party on Friday, 3:00 p.m. at the Sierra Inn. We wish to personally thank Mr. Manzelia for his kindness to us.
Our various committees are moving forward in full swing,

Recently Mr. Obbie Schoeman called a meeting of the CCB fundraising committee. Many exciting ideas came out of this meeting. I urge each chapter to send the name, address, and phone number of the their chapter's fundraising chairman to our Northridge Office.

The CCB Membership Committee under the chairmanship of Socorro Queen has met once by telephone conference and will meet again on April 16 at our Northridge Officer,

Watch for great things from this hard working committee,
Winifred Downing, Chairman of our Education Committee, conducted a most successful workshop at the Convention of the California Transcribers and Educators of the Visually Handicapped (CTEVH) at the Irvine Hilton Hotel. The council is always striving to be visible at such important events.

Hats off to our Greater Los Angeles Chapter for conducting a "Community Resources Day" at the Braille Institute. Topics covered at this informative symposium were: Education, rehabilitation, social security and advocacy. I urge other chapters throughout the state to explore the possibility of holding a similar event. Should you wish to talk to the President of the Greater Los Angeles Chapter about his successful endeavor please contact Mitch Pomerantz at:  (213) 389-1552.
The CCB it proud to announce with an approved vote of the Board of Directors the presentation of a $2500 grant to International Guiding Eyes in Sylmar California. This money will be used to purchase much needed two-way radios which will allow the student to communicate with his/her instructor at great distances. Such communication devices are presently used by some schools in the East and we are certain that they will aid future LYE students.

Cid Urena continues his fine work as our Legislative Representative in Sacramento. In an effort to improve communications between the Capitol and our local chapters, Cid now has a tape duplicator purchased by the CCB for Cid's use. The purchase of such a piece of equipment will enable Cid to send Chapter Presidents important and timely bulletins. We have also leased a Xerox machine for Cid so that he can easily duplicate biIIs for your use.
The CCB is installing a message line which we will call the "California Connection." You will be able to call us daily and evenings for the latest news from the CCB Headquarters. The "California Connection"' number is: (813) 886-6304. We regret at this time we are unable to have an 800 toll free number. If enough interest is generated, perhaps we can provide this service to you in the future. Call often. Be informed!
As you can see we are making things happen for the blind of California.

On the national side of things: Plans are well underway for the 27th annual convention of the American Council of the Blind to be held in Little Rock, Arkansas, July 1-9. In Mid May you will receive your preregistration forms. Please fill the forms out carefully, and remember each person must fill out their own form. This will assist our staff and ensure proper processing of your packet-materials. Should you wish to phone in your reservations, call the Little Rock Convention and Visitors Bureau at (501) 376-4781 Extension 1139. Let us have a record turnout from California. Remember to place your travel reservations with Northridge travel. Even if you make your reservations directly with your favorite airline, please ask Northridge Travel to do the ticketing for your trip. Your patronage to Northridge Travel will assist the American Council of the Blind. To reach Northridge Travel from outside California call: (800) 542-8860 or inside California: (818) 523-4396. Be sure to ask for Helen or Joan.

I am sorry to report to our members that Henry Solis a long time member of our East Los Angeles Chapter passed away on March 25. Henry was one of the kindest people I have ever known. We extend our deepest sympathy to his mother. Vicky is also a wonderful volunteer for our organization.

Juliet Esterly will be conducting the Devotional Services on Sunday Morning at the State Convention. Would those chapters who have lost members since our fall convention please send their names to Juliet Esterly at: 2408 Ptaemigan Drive 1, Walnut Creek, CA

94595.

I look forward to seeing all of you at the Spring Convention.

SPRING CONVENTION ANNOUNCEMENT
"ACTION THROUGH ADVOCACY"
The California Council of the Blind cordially invites you to attend its Spring Convention to be held during the weekend of May 12-15, 1988 at the Sierra Inn, 2600 Auburn Blvd., Sacramento,

Room rates are as follows: Single: $41.95; Double: $44.95; and $47.95 for Triple or Quad rooms. Please feel free to call in your reservation to the hotel at (800) 348-7744 or obtain a reservation card from our Northridge office.

The Sierra Inn is a lovely 180-room hotel situated on the outskirts of Sacramento. The hotel provides to each guest a complimentary breakfast daily. The hotel's attractions include a lovely restaurant, barber shop and beauty salon, swimming pool, exercise room and gift shop.

Courtesy transportation to and from the airport is available; however, it is necessary to noting the hotel that you will need airport transportation when you take your reservation. All hotel reservations must be made by April 30 or you may not receive Convention rates. A deposit equal to the first night's room rate is required to guarantee your reservation.

Beginning Thursday, May 12, from 3:00 pm to 8:00 pm, we will hand out preregistrittion packets in the lobby.

At 8:00 pin on Thursday, we will hold an open meeting of the Board of Directors of the California Council of the Blind. All members and friends are welcome to attend,

The registration desk will be open on Friday from 8:00 am to 12 noon and from 1:00 pm to 7:00 pm. It is vital that members and friends obtain their membership badges at the registration desk. Please wear your badge at all times during the convention.

FRIDAY

At 9:00 am, there will be a meeting of the Constitution and Bylaws Committee under the Chairmanship of Robert Campbell. This committee will provide chapters and members an opportunity to present for recommendation to the Convention, amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws of the California Council of the Blind.

Also, at 9:00 am, there will be a meeting of the CCE Credentials Committee, chaired by Connie Hubbard. This committee will certify all delegates and voting members to the California Council of the Blind Convention.
At 10:00 am, there will be a meeting of the Braille Revival League in California (BRL), chaired by Juliet Esterly. One of the topics to be discussed at the business meeting will be the affiliation with the National Braille Revival League. The featured speaker for the program will Dr. Phillip Hatien, Professor of Special Education, San Francisco State University. He will speak on the education of blind children with emphasis on the instruction of Braille.
Friday afternoon’s activities will consist of many exhibits as well as several meetings including: Publications, Rehabilitation Services Committee..

Fundraising Committee, Education Committee. Check your agenda when you get to the convention for rooms and times.

Cid Urena, our Legislative Representative in Sacramento will host the President's Dinner at 5:15 p.m.

Friday evening’s session will begin promptly at 7:00 P.M.
The Resolutions Committee will hold their first meeting on Friday immediately following Friday evening's general session. It is important that members submit resolutions at least 30 days in advance prior to the convention. Don Queen will chair this committee,

There will be a hospitality room throughout the convention weekend.

SATURDAY

The Saturday morning session will commence at 9:00 a.m.

The Orientation Center Alumni Association will host a luncheon beginning at 12:15 p.m.

The Guide Dog Users of America will also hold a luncheon at 12:15 p.m.

The afternoon session will begin at 1:30 p.m.

At 4:15 p.m. many special interest groups will meet. These include but are not limited to Blind Students of California, California Council of Citizens with Low Vision and Blind Lawyers of California,

The Banquet festivities will begin with a relaxing no host cocktail hour at 6:00 p.m. The banquet will be held at 7:00 p.m. Our spring banquet affords our members and friends the opportunity to make monetary donations to the California Council of the Blind.

SUNDAY

Sunday morning will begin at 8:15 a.m4 with our devotional services conducted by Juliet Esterly,

The final convention session will commence at 9:00 a.m. to be concluded by no later than 1:00 p.m.

I look forward to seeing all of you.

(Editor's Note: For more information on our Spring Convention please contact our Northridge Office.)

ONE OF TWELVE: SERVINGON A FEDERAL JURY 
By Ronald Staley, Contributing Editor

It started with a seeming a innocuous questionnaire; what happened as a result of filling out this questionnaire is something everyone should experience at least once in his/her lifetime. I filled out the questionnaire for jury service and forgot all about it.

The resulting letter to report to the Federal Courthouse seemed routine enough, but I stopped to think about what it would be like to be on a Federal panel. I had served on a Superior Court jury panel three years before, to no avail; it was disappointing to me. I now faced the same possibility of rejection on what grounds I did not know, or did I? Was I not going into the process with a closed mind?
The morning I reported for service, I simply walked through the door, and with the help of the friendly staff finished the process of filling out the jury service card.

Our group went through the indoctrination process, in which a Commissioner from the Federal Court explains what serving on a jury means. The first and most important rule of thumb is never discuss a case outside the confines of the courtroom, you also cannot discuss and phase of the trial with your fellow juror, until the deliberation phase occurs. The indoctrination process also stresses respect for the court, punctuality, neatness and respect for fellow jurors. We were shown a movie describing jury service. In the middle of the movie, the projector was turned off, and I was summoned along with several other prospective, jurors to proceed to a courtroom,

I listened with interest as the judge asked the questions; a process unlike that of the Superior Court system, where attorneys ask the questions like the Superior Court system, however, there were the preemptory challenges. Before I could be accepted or rejected, the jury was constituted, and it was back to the jury room. After a second go-round of not even being heard, I went home at the end of the day thinking what a process, but two weeks later it was different.
I was selected as an Alternate Juror, my first experience as a jury member. I felt proud; but still, it wasn't the real thing, or so I thought. An alternate must hear the entire trial. If a juror is ill or becomes otherwise unable to continue the trial, the alternate is sworn in to take the juror's place,

The trial proceeded smoothly until the morning of October 1, 1987, when a strong earthquake caused concern about the continuance of anything, let alone a trial downtown. Persons were urged not to go downtown, and I listened to the advice given on the radio. This event cost me the position on the jury, but not to fear.

I received a summons via process server to appear in court the following week for continued jury service. I was called to sit on a jury panel, but this time I wound up in the jury box.

I watched as potential jurors all around me disappeared for one reason or other, and wondered if I might suffer the same fate. I was asked by the judge if I could perform the duties assigned to a juror, that is, to listen intently, take notes if necessary, and come to a verdict based upon the evidence heard. I responded affirmatively to all the questions and waited for the ax to fall; it didn't!

When the jury was "approved as constituted", (a phrase meaning those now in the box are ready to try a case), I knew I'd won a victory. This was the real thing with attorneys for both sides, the defendants, and the Judge all facing the jury to act out a most important part of the business of justice, the trial.
I can't remember when my hands ached more, but with slate and stylus in hand, or shall I say across my knee, (jurors sit in open theatre-style seats with no table) the trial began in earnest,
There is a respect in the Federal system for law that you can only feel when you are on the firing line, as the prosecutor, defense attorney, defendant or juror. This respect for protocol is rigid and allows for no rifts or weak links.

I followed My fellow jurors into and out of courtroom each time and sat according to My assigned placement. Not once, did the Judge have in any way to scold jurors or remind us of our duty, except in the traditional manner at the end of sessions.
My notebook grew fatter with pages, and the Bailiff would collect all notes at the end of each day. I look at them from time to time, and I wonder just how to. 

No dramatic revelations to report, but there is one lesson I learned. Never assume in court what is of value to any attorney or judge present. The most minute particle of data about yourself is thoroughly screened for flaws.

In closing I feel it is the duty of each citizen to serve in the jury process when called. I feel more strongly about that today than when I first walked into the courtroom, Also, when rejected, one must have an open mind as to why. I consider myself lucky to have served, and I shall serve again when called upon to do.
SPEECH-DELIVERED BY PERRY SUNDQUIST

OCTOBER 30, 1954

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen:

Some 20 years ago, (in October, 1934) a small group of men and women met here in the City of Fresno to begin the life of the California Council of the Blind. Even though they met at a time when our nation was brought to its very knees by the swirling maelstrom of a worldwide economic depression, these men and women met for one purpose--to fashion an instrument which they hoped and believed would serve to effectively advance the welfare of blind men and women in this state. They were imbued with crusaders fixed interest so their purpose could not fail--and, 20 years after, I am happy to advise you of something that you already know full well--it did not fail.
You have sharpened your instrument (this Council) for effectively advancing the welfare of the blind during the past 20 years and have come a long way. Largely through the work initiated here in Fresno in 1934, and advanced at each subsequent session of this Council,, you have succeeded in improving the educational advantages available to blind children, in opening up more economic opportunities for employable blind adults, and in the extension of services designed to assist older blind men and women in making those physical and social and psychological adjustments which contribute so much to more adequate living. Perhaps your crowning achievement lies in the fact that you have brought to each of these three groups two programs of Aid to the blind which unquestionably constitute the most comprehensive and adequate plan of public assistance, which has get found its way on to the statute books of any commonwealth. In doing these things you have not only benefited needy blind men and women living here in California, but your work has blazed new frontiers in the field of public assistance for the blind toward which the rest of-the country is even get but slowly groping--a public assistance which is reasonably adequate in amount, fairly broad in coverage, and which can be secured without loss of dignity.
While this Council was formally founded in the City of Fresno in 1934--just 20 years ago this month--in a very real sense the roots go much farther back and much deeper. Actually, the cd[i to the October 1934 meeting in Fresno was issued by the two state officials who hoped to form an organization, not certainly dominated by the blind themselves but rather on which they have representation, to coordinate the work of agencies engaged in activities on behalf of the blind--Mrs. Mary Carol Scott La Fer then Supervising Field Worker for the Blind in then Department of Institutions and Mrs. Kathleen Michael Smale then Chief of the Division for the Blind in the State Department of Social Welfare. Actually what happened was this: From an intended meeting of agencies and organizations engaged in or interested in work for the blind which would form a continuing coordinating committee on services for the blind, the blind themselves took over and dominated this organization from the first meeting.

This was done largely by means of their insistence that each of the organizations given a seat on the Council be represented by a blind delegate--and here again I mention the rouses since this was only possible because something else happened a long time ago.

In the year, 1893--36 years before the formation of this Council and 56 years ago--the adult blind of California organized themselves in an effort to improve the educational and economic opportunities of the blind of California.

One cannot speak of the 20 years of history made by the California Council of the Blind and fail to speak of the moving spirit of that Council. It has been said that the only men worth their salt on this earth are the men who fight for other men's welfare, and certainly this Council is well acquainted with that highest brand of public spirit since no one would be here unless he was vitally concerned with the welfare of other persons. There is not one of us in work for the blind, either in California or across the nation, who is not conscious of a colleague whose epic work in behalf of his fellow blind has been carried on so magnificently for more than a half century--Dr. Newel Perry.

During his 35 years at the California School for the Blind, Dr. Perry accomplished the major portion of his work. At the school itself, and as part of his official job; he did one of the most outstanding pieces of work in the field of higher education of the blind ever accomplished. In addition to his outstanding work as an educator of the blind--and he would say, as a necessary supplement to it--Dr. Perry fostered his comprehensive program of social and economic legislation and has actively encouraged the work of the blind themselves.
Dr. Perry’s philosophy which has stamped his own life and characterized his work with his fellow blind, can be summed up in his own phrase: "Adventure is the essence of living." He achieved for himself freedom from dependence wherever it raised its ugly head, and he has helped countless of housings free themselves from what he considers to be the real tragedy of blindness--denial of adventure. His greatness is to be found perhaps in the unselfish devotion and unswerving interest to the goal of improving the lot of his fellow blind. Dr. Perry's pioneering work for over a half of a century, in New York and in California, succeeded in improving the educational advantages available to blind children and adults; vastly increased the opportunities for the employable blind; greatly extended services designed to assist older blind men and women in making those physical and social adjustments which contribute so much to more adequate living. But perhaps Dr. Perry's crowning achievement lies in the fact that his imagination and initiative and hard work are largely responsible for bringing to each of these three groups--the young, the middle aged, the elderly blind--adequate programs of public assistance for the blind which will unquestionably constitute one of the most significant milestones in the long history of care of the blind. This man's success must ultimately be found in that genius which he possesses to interest other blind men and women, to impart to them some of his own public spirit. He has that profound effect on other men which impels them to make his dreams their dreams, his work their work, his crusade their crusade. It is because of Dr. Perry, more than any one person,, not only that this Council has accomplished the great things which it has brought to pass during the past 20 years--but even that this Council kept growing and grew stronger year in and year out. It was, he who infused the men and women with the crusading spirit which brought them back twice a year to the meeting of this group for 40 such meetings--in a very real sense, then, when one speaks of the history of the California Council for the Blind, one is speaking of the philosophy and the works and dreams of the venerable and beloved and honored founder of the California Council of the Blind and President emeritus.

For Dr. Newel Perry one of his most distinguished students and disciples recently had this to say: "Sixty-five years ago in California there took place flagrant violation of popular belief and public prescribed custom. The lawless act was this: on a bicycle trip around the San Francisco bay from Berkeley by way of San Jose to San Francisco. The culprit was a blind youth named Newel Perry. As surely as there are laws of time and nature there seemed then to be laws of blindness. Young Newel Perry's performance in riding a bicycle for 80 miles was only his first transgression of the accepted conventions and convictions of his time.



From that deed of lawbreaking he went on to embody in his career a systematic challenge of the entire book of rules governing the conduct of the blind:  The age old prescriptions against independence of action, against seeking a higher education, against entering a profession, against striving for self support, and finally against the anciently honorable and indeed biblical notion that the blind should not lead the blind. In fact, there has been no "lad' of blindness which Newel Perry has not defied and broken. Moreover, he compounded his offense by inciting others, particularly the youthful blind, to do  likewise. The cumulative effect of this career of
lawbreaking has contributed immeasurably to the fact that over the last half century the old book of laws has been repealed and thrown away and the blind have secured a new code, a new constitution and a new bill of rights."
The California Council for the Blind is an affiliate of the National Federation of the Blind-but, in a very real and direct sense, the affiliate is the parent. The Council's welfare work has been transposed from the state with the national scene through the medium of the Federation. The N.F.B. was organized by one of the founders and leaders of the California Council for the Blind, Jacobus ten Broek, at a meeting in Wilkesbarre, Pennsylvania in 1940.

Starting at that time, ten Broek has been elected and re-elected its President ever two years down to the present. The organization began as an association of state wide organizations of the blind in seven states. It has grown until it has state wide affiliates in 33 states. The N.F.B. has achieved a position on a national scale comparable to the Council on a state scale. The organization carries on a comprehensive program designed to improve the welfare of the blind through action in congress, in federal administrative agencies, and in the states and with the blind people themselves. Public and employer enlightenment are also sought. It is the only important movement in the country built on confidence in the abilities of the blind in aiming at their integration into community life. This Council's own member and one of its founders, ten Broek, is not only the President of the N.F.B.-he is its vital center and moving force.

In the broad field of social improvement this Council has secured legal and constitutional provisions which protected the right of blind persons to enter a number of professions; forbid irrational discriminations against the blind in the State Civil Service and in secondary teachings; enabled blind college students to pursue their studies with the aid of sighted readers hired by the state; and provided a system of public assistance to the blind which is not only the best in the nation, but the model and precedent for the rest of the states. California's famed Social Welfare Programs for the blind began with the constitutional amendment in 1925 to permit the State Legislature to grant monies to counties who help blind persons, the adoption of a comprehensive statute in 1929 and successive amendments in each of the sessions of the State Legislature from 1931 through 1955.
A system of Aid to the Blind was gradually fashioned by this Council here in California which relieved the distress of poverty and did it better than ever before. But in addition, three cardinal principles were added which raised the entire machinery out of the dust of the past and pointed it forward. The new system took cognizance of the need of the blind for adjustments on the social and psychological, as well as on the physical level. It permitted and encouraged the sightless to rehabilitate themselves and to become self supporting. It applied the democratic principle of individual dignity to an underprivileged class of American citizens by guaranteeing them a full measure of independence and self respect in the conduct of their lives. The Council has secured the passage of well over 100 bills by the Legislature. It has been more than 25 years now since the California Legislature enacted the Aid to the Needy Blind statute, which was offered to the Legislature for its consideration in an Assembly Bill authored by Ernest C. Crowley.

That statute, and the many subsequent amendments made to it, contains the essential principle of a fixed amount of aid, written right into the law itself, plus the absolute mandate that no one concerned with the administration of the act can dictate how any recipient spends the money granted to him. By thus "spelling out" in specific terms the amount of aid to be received and the amount of property which may be owned, this law is realistic in its approach to those well established patterns of living fixed over the years by those men and women who, through no fault of their own, become recipients of Aid to the Needy Blind. This assures that human need is not determined on the basis of competing pressures in the community for the tax dollar. The recipient can count for security upon $90 each month, the maximum grant.

Almost thirteen and one half years ago the State Legislature enacted a second program of public assistance for the blind--Aid to the Partially Self-Supporting Blind Residents.

This second program resulted directly from the clear recognition on the part of the Legislature that maintenance alone is not sufficient for those blind persons who wish to have an opportunity to achieve self support. Resources and income beyond the necessities of bare subsistence are required by those of the blind showing a reasonable probability of being able and willing to attempt to achieve self support. Consequently, an exempt income provision was written into the statute whereby the recipient was permitted to retain income to a given maximum and still receive the full monthly grant of aid. In speaking of the Aid to Partially Self-supporting Blind Residents statute, I am reminded of some of the birth pangs which attended its inauguration.

I am sure that most of you here will recall the epic struggle which occurred in the spring of 1941 between this Council and the Federal Social Security Administration. The Federal Government at that time insisted that the exempt income provision in the Aid to the Needy Blind law be stricken from the statutes and that ever last dollar of income or resource which a needy blind person might receive must be taken into consideration. The Legislature sent a joint committee to Washington, at the behest of this Council and others, to present this State's point of view and the Legislature’s strong feeling that the people of California desired to continue to permit a reasonable amount of exempt income. The Federal Government was adamant. This left the Council no alternative but to request the Legislature to enact a special statute designed to assist blind persons to become self supporting, bearing the entire cost without any Federal financial help. This the Legislature did. In My opinion, this has proved to be one of the wisest expenditures of public funds which the Legislature has authorized. And, as a fitting climax to this, it was a matter of great personal pleasure that-just four years ago I drafted rules and regulations which the State Social Welfare Board issued to the County Boards of Supervisors and to the County Welfare Departments stating that a recipient of or applicant for Aid to Needy Blind may have a net monthly earned income of $50 without affecting his grant of aid. This of course stemmed from the 1950 amendment to the Social Security Act providing for exempt income in Aid to the Needy Blind, an amendment which was secured through the single handed efforts of the N.F.B. and its affiliates, including the California Council for the Blind.
Thus, in a very real sense, the unflagging interest and unremitting zeal of blind men and women from coast to coast has vindicated the 1941 stand of the California Council for the Blind and has won for this Council and for the blind people of California the argument with the Federal Government regarding exempt income. You achieved a great victory. If California's needy blind men and women are afforded 9reater protection and encouragement through the operation of this State's Social Welfare Programs for the Blind, than are the sightless of most other states, it is attributable very largely to the unselfish interest and public spirited activities of the California Council for the Blind and particularly to the highest type of advocacy made by your President Emeritus, Dr. Newel Perry, and by the President of the N.F.B., Dr. Jacobus ten Broek, in behalf of their fellow blind not only in California but across the entire nation.
The most comprehensive and remarkable of all of the campaigns of the C.C.B. was that resulting in the repeal of Article XXV of the State Constitution and of the substitution therefore of Article XXVII at the election of 1949. ten Broek was put in charge of this campaign for the Council. He drafted Article XXVII and thereafter solicited the interest of other group in the movement. Before it was over, he pulled together a vast statewide organization of groups and forces--many of which were otherwise not mutually congenial--which resulted in a resounding victory at the poles, ten Broek actually welded together one of the strangest and most remarkable coalition of forces ever effected in this state--a coalition of business groups, church groups, welfare groups, women’s' clubs, civic organizations and farm groups. The State Chamber of Commerce and Farm Bureau Federation were joined together with the California Conference of Social Welfare, the League of Women Voters and the Council for Jewish Women. Bringing this organization into being and directing its efforts during that campaign was a political, organizational and administrative achievement of no mean proportions.

These many legal and material achievements have rested upon a firm foundation of self-organization by the blind, as epitomized in the creation of this Council 20 years ago. The sense of common cause, the spirit of collaborative effort in seeking solution*s to the problems of blindness have marked this Council's ever step along the way. The problems of the blind, this Council early on has long recognized, are not individuals and cannot separately be solved--that single handed they can never oppose and hope to convert the power of government, nor the tyranny of public prejudice and the unsinking discrimination which rejects while it over-protects. The blind have come to realize the value of organization and collective action, have seen the need to build for themselves the machinery that will unify their efforts and galvanize their energy.

Underlying these activities and accomplishments has been a philosophy of the blind and their role in society which is humane, enlightened optimistic and deeply routed in the most traditional principles of American democracy. As ten Broek puts it, the basic propositions which compose that philosophy are these:

(1) The right to work is the right to live. At least this is a proposition about sustenance. At most it is a profound psychological, social and perhaps even moral truth. It bespeaks the right of participation in society itself.

(2) The absence of economic opportunity is more than the absence 'of economic security.  It is the disintegration of the personality. It is men living out their lives in social isolation and the atrophy of their productive powers. The curse of blindness is idealness--idealness which confines the blind to the sidelines of life, players warming the bench in the game that all should play.
(3)  Blind people are people too. They differ from others only in that they cannot see. They are neither cursed nor blessed; neither psychologically abnormal nor gifted with compensatory powers but only average and ordinary human beings endowed with the normal range of physical, mental, emotional responses and individual eccentric ties.
(4)  What the blind need and want,, therefore, is rehabilitation, not resignation; acceptance, not toleration; brotherhood, not patronage; independence and interdependence, not benevolent protection."

What impels men and women who have been in this Council from its inception to their lifetime of selfless devotion to others. What prompts people to forget their personal advancement and spend their time and energy in the advancement of their fellows? What is the nature of self-sacrifice? Whence does a social conscience take its rise? The answers lie hidden deeply in the recesses of mind and personality not get probed by the psychologists.
Certainly, this thing we call public spirit is the outgrowth of a critical evaluation and penetrating analysis by intelligent men and women who happen to be blind of facts from their own experience with blindness and of an active and restless disposition. It also implies determination and dogged persistence combined with emotional stability, temperamental equilibrium, intellectual composure, and remarkable dignity.

This Council both through its accomplishments and in going through the means to those ends, has taught thousands of blind persons in this state and in other states a new attitude toward their blindness, toward their problems as blind people, and toward the world. 
This Council and the men and women who make it have infused others with the same hope and the same dreams which they have. The adult blind population of California immediately and, by her example, of other states finds and will continue to find in this Council the pathfinder and pioneer. This is true whether this Council's efforts momentarily happen to be in one of the many areas in which it works or in another--education, rehabilitation, legislation, or social welfare.

This Council has shown other blind persons as well as the public in a generally sighted world what the ready needs of the blind are--the needs of normally people with only a physical handicap--and still more importantly, what the real abilities of the blind are--the debilities of normal people seeking only self-respect and self-sufficiency. Perhaps even more profound than its influence on the blind has been this Council's influence upon the public--upon the slighted world--for through its work has come evermore clearly the ability of others to see the blind as neighbors and not as outcasts, as equal partners not as dependent wards, as normal human beings not mental incompetents--in short as ordinary men and women like themselves.
In this distinguished company of men and women who have peopled the convention halls and the committee rooms of the C.C.B. during the past twenty years, are a galaxy of outstanding individuals, each differing in his own way but each filled with the desire to help his fellows--and in calling the long distinguished roll, it is only My own memory which may inadvertently have neglected to mention the people who have been identified with this Council for such a long period of time: Dr. Newel Perry, Dr. Jacobus tenBroek, Raymond Henderson, Dorothy Glass, Yvonne Eyck, Fred Crandall, Leslie Schlinghegde, A. L. Archibald, Don Wilkinson, Milton Johnson, Allen Jenkins, Muzzy Marcellino, Fred Pearson, Howard Porter, Ernest Crowley, Harry Runion, Walter Dorrance, Juliet Bindt, Bob Campbell, Leora Ricketts, Bessie Sager, Stanley Henderson, Tong Septinem, Charlie Hines, Kingsley Price, Irene McConnell, Jim McCormick, Eleanor Lord, George Fogarty, Gug Young, Jim Garfield, Bernice Hirch, Casey White, Bill Beck, Ollie Gish, Dave Strelow, Marie Cooper, Ed Binns, Edna Newton--and to all of the others, there names are almost legion--and certainly some of the most stalwart of our sighted friends, Emma Bornham, Bernice McCrary, Herbert Stolz, Harry Hecker, Mary Scott La Fer, Lillian McClure, George Brown--and so the list goes on, and may it ever go on.
This Council was organized here in Fresno twenty years ago, twenty short years ago. The organization began as an association of twenty-five delegates, ten of whom were sighted persons representing state agencies and fifteen of whom were blind representatives of various groups. This Council has grown until today there are fifty-one seats on it consisting of fifteen state officials (nine of whom are blind or partially blind) and thirty-six other delegates from organizations of the blind, all of whom are blind. Thus, of the fifty-one seats, only six are occupied by sighted persons. The income of the Council-has gone from zero to more than $10,700 last year. There have been forty regular meetings of the Council and three special meetings. Most of the meetings have been in Fresno but the Council has also met in San Luis Obispo, San Diego, Los Angeles, and San Francisco. Your work in these twenty short years has already been epochal. It is impossible to over estimate the very substantial contribution which you have made to the welfare of the blind. Furthermore, I am well aware that YOU have made this contribution on your own time and without pay while at the same time earning your own living in other fields of endeavor and winning recognition therein.

Even though the accomplishments of this Council during the past twenty years are imposing, even epochal, much get remains to be done. Were this not so, and were you not fully conscious of the many unmet needs of blind persons, you would not be here today--twenty years later, But in this time of swiftly succeeding crises, I think it is only fair for someone to pause momentarily and to speak of a small group of persons who have been performing great deeds and making great sacrifices day in and day out,, for a great many years, in order that blind men and women and children in this state and this nation might find a Way Of life filled with more abundant living.
Represented here today are groups of blind persons from the length and breadth of California.

And important as this session and all of its succeeding sessions will be, it is not so much what is done here today which impresses, but rather what so many of you have done and are doing and will continue to do all over this state as individuals every day of the year, which is the truly important part of the crusade. As one intends the meetings of this Council twice d year throughout the past twenty years and, more particularly, as one reflects upon the tremendous effort put forth every day of each month of all of those years by those of you who carry on the crusade and whose only compensation is a rich and abiding satisfaction that you have extended a helping hand to thousands who need it--one reflects upon these things, he is struck by this rare example- of public spirit which is not equaled by any other group in the state, Such reflection brings in its wake an impulse to extend a hand across the miles and across the years in appreciation to SO Many that I cannot name them,

It is, then, with real humility that I stand here and ask you to continue your valorous campaigns on behalf of the blind. It means that you must continue to tramp the corridors of the State House in Sacramento and the halls of the Boards of Supervisors in fifty eight counties. It means that you must meet endlessly with administrative agencies--state, count and city. It means that you must secure the complete repudiation by the representatives of the American people of those fallacies which hem the blind in and deny them a chance to live normal lives.  Finally, it means your constant vigilance and struggle for understanding and governmental provision which will bring to the blind security, opportunity, and hope. Yet the needy blind men and women of California immediately, and by example, of the whole country, desperately need your efforts and your crusading zeal. Their welfare remains in your hands. Their plight both challenges and summons you. The crusade is everlasting, never ending--but never in vain. You will carry on!

Yes, the framework--the bare super-structure of this C.C.B.--was constructed twenty years ago here in the city of Fresno.

Yet the sinews, the blood and the heart which makes a thing work into something pulsating and dynamic are being supplied to this Council every day of the year through the efforts of men and women all over the State who gladly devote so much of their time and energy, and not a little of their meager substance, to this crusade which is being continually and magnificently carried on. Unflagging courageous, unstinted sacrifice, unparalleled efforts on behalf of others--it is of these rich ingredients of public spirit that this Council is made; and all of the blind of California and, in a very real sense, of the entire country are beneficiaries of the crusading work of this Council.

One of the greatest of all achievements, if not the greatest, of this Council has been its concern with the truly significant contributions it had made to the public wealth. Those contributions have been so great that blind men and women the country over, far beyond California's borders,, realize that perhaps never before has such a large group of disadvantaged persons owed so much to the efforts and crusading zeal and sheer brilliance of so few. Thank you.

BULLETIN BOARD
by Winifred Downing
The Kings Tape Library for the Blind is a source which will locate books that you need. An extensive computerized list covering a number of libraries makes it possible to have a search made by title, author, or subject. The service is free; persons wishing an inkprint response should enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope; those wishing Braille should send a free matter addressed label. Write to Chris Mackey, Director, 202 West Grangeville Boulevard, Hanford, California 93230; (209) 582-4843.

The American Printing House for the Blind announces the development of the Handy Cassette Recorder/Player. It measures 4 x 6 1/2 x 1 3/4 inches and operates on four tracks and at two speeds. It has a built-in variable speech control so that fast speech can be had without the usual tone elevation and consequent Donald Duck quality. It comes with a rechargeable battery pack, a wall plug for AC operation or battery charging, an empty battery holder, and light-weight mono headphones. The price is $10.67 and the catalog number is 1-07000-00 (sp?). Write to The American Printing House for the Blind, Box 6085, Louisville, Kentucky 40206-0085, (502) 895-2405.

Ordinary office supply stores carry several items which may be of help in keeping papers in order and for quick-labeling of easily confused papers and cassettes. Pages punched for a 3-ring binder can be bought with pockets on both sides for storing papers. The pockets can be easily labeled with any one of a variety of labeling materials like dingo-tape,

Post It Notes are paper squares or rectangles in measurements like 5 x 8 inches or 4 x 4 inches. These small sheets have a sticky section along one edge which holds quite well to papers, envelopes, or cassettes but which can be removed without defacing the surface to which it was attached. If you spend endless hours searching for misplaced tapes or unscrambling a confused group of cassettes, you will like these notes which can be Brailled with a slate or Brailler on the section below the sticky strip.

In the hardware store is another handy item: Protector Pads, which are felt circles ranging in size from about1/4 inch in diameter to 1 inch. These pads are meant to be affixed to items which might mar a wall or piece of furniture, but they can be used also to mark side I of a cassette or record, to identify canned goods, to mark shoes in instances where two different pairs feel very much alike, and so forth. The large circles can be cut to shapes which provide get further opportunities for identifying symbols.

From The Matilda Ziegler Magazine, Midwinter, 1988: Reading Services: Nina Pietry, P.O. Box 358, Reader, WA 26167 will read printed material such as brochures, Instructions, and personal mail onto cassettes for a reasonable rate.
Bernice and Neil Shulman, 1701 19 Street, Apt. 21 Sacramento 95M (sp?) will record such items as pamphlets, church and Sunday school materials, and hobby-related information for $4.00 per 60-minute cassette, Contact in print or Braille or by cassette before sending material.

"Say On" is a I x 3 inch battery-operated unit that detects light by emitting a buzzing sound that increases or decreases in intensity with the intensity of the light. It lets you know which lights are on and enables you to check indicator lights on appliances. It costs $19.50 and is available from Kentucky Industries for the blind, 1900 Brownsboro Road, Louisville, KY 40206 (502) 893-0211.

From Our Special, December, 1987: Slaughter Enterprises, 8053 S. Philips, Chicago, IL 60617 has a free Braille catalog which lists such items as microwave recipes and gift items.

Dr. Rag Penix is trying to locate for purchase, and old GE M-8533 cassette player/recorder. Please write him at: 1901 North Glenoaks Boulevard, Burbank, California

91504.

A new bimonthly non-fiction magazine is available for $25 per year from: Central Coast Services for the Blind, 750 Bay Ave., Capitola, CA 9500 (408) 46-blind or 462-5463.

Please mail items for this column to Winifred Downing, 1987 38th Avenue, San Francisco 94M(sp?).

AROUND THE CAPITOL
by Cid Urena
The second part of the 1987-88 legislative session has begun. Since this issue will not be mailed until the second quarter of this year, many things will have already taken place,

This report is aimed toward bringing you up to date on all of our legislative activities, plus any other events taking place at the capitol.

SB 469

One of our first bills this year was SB 469 by Senator Joseph Montoga. If you recall this is the bill which would permit the school districts to send their children to the blind school without paging the 10% now required of them. Also, if you remember, this bill was in the Senate Appropriations Committee's suspense file. Late in January the above mentioned bill was moved out of suspense and on to the senate floor. However, before reaching the senate floor it was amended.

SB 469 was amended by the committee to increase the amount of money from $240,000 to $550,000 in order to include the deaf. This was done at the request of Senator Presley (Riverside). I am happy to report that this bill passed the senate floor and is now going to the Assembly Subcommittee on Education. The committee plans to hear the bill on March 15.

In order to protect the blind, I have requested that the proper percentage of the $550,000 go directly to the blind school, for the purpose of admitting an additional 60 new incoming students.

Resolution Re Summer School Program at Blind School

At the request of the CCB we have asked Assemblywoman Hughes to introduce the following resolution to the state assembly:
ASSEMBLY CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO*
Relative to the California School for the Blind

WHEREAS, the Legislature recognize that blind and visually impaired students in our public schools require instruction in mobility. Braille, typing, daily living skills, and other specialized subjects; and
WHEREAS, instruction in these specialized subjects should be provided in a manner which does not interfere with participation in the regular educational program in which the student is enrolled; and

WEREAS, many school districts cannot or do not provide such instruction; and

WHEREAS, the California School for the Blind is well suited to provide for such instruction; and

WHEREAS, the facilities of the California School for in use during the summer the Blind are not presently months; and

WHEREAS, it is desirable to make efficient use of all facilities for education of blind and visually impaired students; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED by the Assembly of the State of California, the Senate thereof concurring, that the Superintendent of Public Instruction shall, by December 31, 1988 develop and submit to the Legislature a plan for establishing a sunnier training program at the California School for the Blind. The plan shall Provide for offering instruction in orientation and mobility, Braille, Utilization Of low vision, typing, daily living skills, self-concept development, and other appropriate subjects for blind and visually impaired students in the public schools. The Plan shall describe anticipated costs of the program, the schedule for implementation, Mechanisms for the communication with appropriate groups, and mechanisms for evaluation of the program; and be it
FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Legislature declares its intention to provide funding 4dequate to support the implementation of such a program based upon submission of the Plan by the Superintendent of Public Instruction.
Hopefully this will also be introduced simultaneously in the State senate.
Budget Items 

1.  Request will be submitted (also by Assemblgwoman Hughes) to the Assembly Budget Committee asking for the proper amount to implement the above-outlined summer school program (maximum allocation $240,000). We hope to have someone on the senate side do the same.

2.  The budget item concerning the Northern California coordinator, and its proper staffing, in the Departiment of Rehabilitation is again being requested. This I hope will be carried to the assembly by Assembly Ian Tom Hannigan and Senator Rebecca Morgan in the senate.

Capitol Tour

Finally, for those of you who are interested in the tour described in the next article and you wish to help arrange for such a tour, you may contact me at 1399 Sacramento Ave. 125, Byte, CA 95605 or (916) 371-1514.
I plan to give you an up to the minute report at our Spring Convention. In the meantime, remember to write your legislators when requested.

CALIFORNIA STATE CAPITOL MUSEUM

The California State Capitol Museum cordially extends an invitation to you to step back in time to the turn of the century.

The state Capitol, which has its roots in the Civil War era, has been beautifully restored with a blend of the best of two centuries...  accenting the original designs and furnishings of yesteryear, while, at the same time, featuring the California Legislature at work.
There are many things of interest to our visitors. A personalized, tactile tour is offered for the blind or visually impaired, where they can "see" the symbols of California by touching. A model of the Capitol is featured so that the building can be explored by touching the overall shape, the Corinthian columns, windows, all of which is accented by the golden ball on the top.
Additionally, a tactile Seal of California is available where all of the signposts of the State are raised, such as the 31 stars and the grizzly bear, making the seal very exciting to see.
The Statehouse has a wonderful gift shop with memorabilia of your visit along with a cafeteria and museum rooms, where you can take a walk down memory lane.  All of these areas are easily accessible by elevator.
If it is not possible for got to come to the Capitol, arrangements can be made through the tour office to bring the Capitol to you in the form of a tactile tour of the building.

There is a warm exchange for everyone involved and it is an effective way to reach many Californians who want to, and should, know more about the Capitol, its history and what we are accomplishing here today.
Please call the Tour Office at (916) 324-0333 for information regarding these tours.

FEDERAL LEGISLATION
By Winifred Downing
Most readers of The Blind Californian are familiar with JAC, the Joint Action Committee of agencies and services concerned with work for the blind in this state. Beginning in January of 1988, 1 took on the task of tracking federal legislation for this organization and am sharing with you some of the material I gleaned from reading the American Foundation for the Blind's weekly (sometimes biweekly) Washington report and from the minutes of the Legislative Working Group, a committee of the Affiliated Leadership League. I think it's important for you to know the sources of my information.

The most important issue of this year has already been settled with the override of the President's veto of the Civil Rights Restoration Act which will require that any organization receiving federal funds avoid discrimination based upon race, religion, sex, or disability. Funds will be denied under this act to the entire agency, not just to the department practicing the discrimination as has been the case for the last several years. In My telephone calls and telegrams concerning this issue on the day before the final vote, I also made one call to the office of Senator Cranston, explaining that, though we were sure of his positive vote on this measure, we wanted to thank him for his support.  His office staff was most grateful, saying that their phone had been ringing off the hook that day with requests not to override the veto. See, our messages are important!

Please let your legislators in both national houses know that you do not wish funding discontinued for the deaf-blind centers, the best known being the Helen Keller Center. Monetary support was cut in the previous budget, and the report is that the centers will not even be mentioned in the 1989 plans now under discussion.  Rather, these services will be grouped with those given to the Severely Handicapped. We do not deny the needs of that 9roup, but it includes persons who not only have p,h9sical handicaps but who also suffer from mental and emotional problems which make their expectations and needs far different from those of a Helen Keller, Richard Kinney, Bob Smithdas, and the other deaf-blind persons who are famous in our country for their accomplishments and who would have Little opportunity for an education specific to their requirements under this new measure,

Another matter to bring to the attention of your national legislators is the danger to the Substantial Gainful Activity allowance for blind persons receiving Social Security Disability. Such individuals can now earn the same amount as can retired recipients without experiencing any reduction in their Social Security payments. Persons with other disabilities have restrictions more similar to those imposed on recipients of SSI when they return to employment, Though I do not know the source of the thinking that led to this differentiation, I presume it concerned the fact that blind persons experience much greater uncertainty when returning to work after the onset of a severe visual loss than do persons with other disabilities and would probably never take the chance of such a return to employment if they knew their benefits would be cut. It is also likely that persons with severe visual impairment just don't make enough when they do return to their jobs to justify the loss of benefits. Anyway, protect our SGA allowance by arguing these matters with your legislators,

Write to your House member at House 0ffice Building, Washington, DC 20515 and to your Senators at Senate Office Building,, Washington, DC 20510. If you are uncertain of the spelling of the name of your legislator or even of his identity, you can always get information from the League of Women Voters, the office of your state legislator, or your newspaper library.
AROUND THE STATE AND NATION

Blind Woman Is a Winner in L.A. Marathon

By Christopher Tricarico
[Editor’s Note: The following was taken from the Los Angeles Herald Examiner, March 1, 1986. The article is accompanied by a picture with a caption reading: "Woman's best friend: Sharlene Wills, right, with dog Sheba and attorney Gloria Allred]

Sharlene Wills is going to be in the Los Angeles Marathon after all, all 26 miles of it.

And so is her guide dog, Sheba.

The 40-year-old county employee, blind since birth, was a victor yesterday over bureaucrats who told her last week she could not walk in the marathon unless she also had a human guide.

Wills hadn't proposed to run the race. She just wanted to walk the route, which she said Sheba has already memorized. But marathon officials told her in a letter on Thursday that she would have to walk the 26 miles with a human escort or not at all.

"When I got the letter I started mumbling and cursing to myself, then I put my head in my hands and cried," said the Pasadena resident. "Why? Why?, I asked myself?"
"After I calmed down enough not to be swearing," Wills said, she called the marathon office and tried to reason with the executive director.

The decision stood. "If you chose not to use an escort you will not be allowed to participate" Nick Curl wrote to Wills, "I intended to be there on March 6, with my dog and m race gear," she said. She even had a race number, W413, mistakenly issued because of a misspelling of her name, but she won't have to use it.
Yesterday, the marathon committee backed down--but only after Wills filed a lawsuit in Superior Court charging that the marathon organizers were violating her civil rights,

Wills, a secretary with the county Employee Relations Department, contended that barring her guide dog and forcing the use of a human guide amounted to discrimination because of her disability - state law requires that guide dogs be allowed in all public areas,

"It’s not only a matter of principle", said Wills' attorney, Gloria Allred, "but it would be a physical and emotional strain for her to walk with a human guide."

Allred contended that Wills, who had always wanted to participate in a marathon, and her German shepherd could be distracted by the human guide and that would be more dangerous to Wills than walking only with the dog.

A few hours after the suit was filed, the marathon planners had a change of heart.

Wills will walk with her dog and 16,000 other participants in Sunday's marathon, but at her own risk.
She signed a waiver yesterday relieving the city of any responsibility should she be injured the event. Coordinators are also planning to have a volunteer spot Wills and her dog the entire way to keep the two on course, said marathon president Bill Burke.

"It wasn't worth the effort. Why go into court when you can just say yes?" Burke said.

Burke said that because the streets are closed only for 15 minute intervals during the race, those finishing more than five hours after the start of the race will have to use the sidewalk. Wills estimates it will take her about seven hours to finish the marathon.

Yesterday, Wills said she was "happy and relieved that I am going to get to do it the way I want to do it." She is the first in the marathon's 3 year history to be accompanied by a dog.
Clarke said he is appealing to the City Council to clarify the city’s policy on seeing-eve dogs for the1989 marathon.

"If Gloria Allred had called me instead of filing a lawsuit," Burke said, "she would have found out in the first place that we were planning to let her run."

[Editor’s Note: I am happy to report that Sharlene completed her walk along with Sheba.]
Chapter Chatter by Harriet Fielding
Alameda County Chapter: The members and friends of the Alameda County Chapter are bubbling over with enthusiasm for their new meeting place at the East Bay Center for the Blind. There is ample room for large meetings within the building, and the spacious lawn in the rear being used for outdoor meetings and special fund raising events. Well planned programs for meetings included a panel discussion on the facets of the Social Security program of interest to seniors and employed members. Utilizing the back lawn, a most successful fund raising barbecue was held in September, and this spring there is to be a pancake breakfast, also a fund raising event. Socorro Queen says that with the fine meeting place, the Chapter should have a successful year.

Bay View Chapter: Dennis Dolan, president of the largest CCE Chapter in the Bay Area says that 1988 will be a crucial year for the Chapter because of the difficulty older members is having with transportation to meetings. The annual fund raising spaghetti dinner is coming up in June, and with the usual large attendance, a good part of the budget needs for the year are met.  Smaller fund raising events are held throughout the year, such as theater parties, etc. A different type of raffle is being held at the present time with an unusual prize. The winner of the raffle will receive two nights, plus the banquet cost, at the Sierra Inn in Sacramento where the CCE convention will be held in May.

Golden Gate Chapter: The new President of the Chapter is Bob Nesier, known to many visually impaired and blind persons in California. Formerly a Rehab Counselor, Bob now resides in Marin County and is in the real estate business there. The Chapter has an on-going project on better and safer transportation provided by the SF Municipal Railway (MUNI). The Metro is now making voice announcements in Metro stations of out-bound cars, previously there had been only the flashing light signs.

San Francisco Chapter: This Chapter has been established as an important Chapter within the California Council-of the Blind for many years. A majority of its members are either college students or employed persons.

Knowledgeable speakers on subjects of interest to visually impaired*and blind individuals are invited to meetings on a regular basis. Recently, the Chapter has had a quest speaker from the Municipal Railway to discuss adequate and safe transportation for all handicapped persons. Representatives from the IRS were on hand to discuss the new Income Tax law at the February program. An on-going fund raising project is the sale of the words of "sing along" songs in Braille, Jerry Fields; Chapter president says the books are still available.

Miscellaneous News: The Orientation Center in Albany is anticipating with pride and jog the arrival of a new computer, according to Al Gil, Rehabilitation Counselor at the Center. He states that the computer, with speech synthesizer, will benefit students learning to type, as well as those who wish to learn computer operation.

Dorothy Valleya, along with several other CCB members attended a recent international symposium in Beverly Hills on the subject of "Blindness is Everybody’s Business". More than 1000 persons were in attendance, and at least 25 countries around the world sent representatives, Dorothy says a feeling of unanimity and concern for visually impaired and blind persons was generated. The symposium was sponsored by the American Foundation for the Blind and the Foundation for the Junior, 61 ind(sp?)of Los Angeles.
MEMO FROM BRENDA OSBORN
Do you like baseball? The California Council of the Blind is sponsoring a night at Dodger Stadium on Saturday August 13, 1988 at 7:00 p.m. A box seat ticket, as well as round-trip bus transportation from the Los Angeles area to Dodger Stadium will cost $12.00. Come and see the Los Angeles Dodgers and San Francisco Giants in action.

Please send your $12.00 per person check payable to California Council of the Blind to the CCB Executive Office at 890 Reseda Blvd., Northridge, CA 91324 by July 15. If you would like to attend but will not be taking the bus'. please include a Self Addressed Stamped Envelope with your order. Your tickets will be mailed to you around August 1.
In Losing Her Sight, She Nearly Lost Hope

by Diane Dorinque
Juanita Morrison knows what it’s like to lose the will to live--she lost it along with her eyesight a few years ago,
For a whole year I felt I couldn't go on. Life just wasn't worth living," she said. I couldn't drive.  I couldn't walk too well. I had to depend on someone to get My groceries. It was miserable."

Juanita not only overcame her depression, she regained her independence.

Now she hopes to help others do the same by encouraging them to become involved with an auxiliary group, the California Council of Citizens with Low Vision.

A retired photographer, Juanita had enjoyed perfect vision before she developed a progressive eye disorder called macular degeneration. The disease manifested about three years ago, shortly after she became a volunteer for the blind--an ironic twist of fate that still causes Juanita to shake her head in wonder.

The great-grandmother taught woodcarving to the blind at the now defunct North County Blind Activity Center. The craft is one of many she mastered in her effort to keep busy after she retired. It was in one of these art classes that Juanita met a woman, who volunteered at the center,
"I thought, what a wonderful thing to do." Juanita says, "I could go over there and help out in some way too*"

She had no way of knowing that she would soon have more in common with her pupils than just woodcarving.

It wasn't long after Juanita began teaching that her vision began to fail. She had read a book and the print would disintegrate or the line of type would become crooked and seemingly fall off the page. Repeated laser treatment proved unsuccessful in correcting the problem.

Juanita was devastated. Her life had been a whirlwind of activity as she raced to get from one class, meeting or workshop to the next. Now she could no longer drive, an inconvenience that was particularly hard to take since she is unable to take more than a few steps without a walker.

"I went through a period of absolute desolate depression," Juanita says. "And my car was one of the hardest things I had to give up. Of course, I got sympathy from my kids' - they'd do anything for me.”
But Juanita wanted to do for herself. The person who finally made her believe in herself was Alan Gott, now deceased, founder of the North County Blind Activity Center.

Gott, who was also blind, was responsible for changing Juanita's outlook on life. He convinced her that she could do anything she wanted to.

"I realized how very, very right he was," Juanita remembers. "I wasn’t doing anything but sitting down and licking my wounds. I made a complete about-face after talking to him."

Juanita took her first step toward independence soon after talking with Gott. She put her mobile home up for sale and has an Escondido home near a bus route, which enables her to get around just as she had before.

There have been a lot of other time consuming adjustments to make. But it's been worth it to Juanita. She believes other sight-impaired people would think so too if they’d only give it a try.
"If I hadn't had that period of being in the depths of despair I wouldn't know what to say to people to get them out of it," says Juanita. "It’s such a needless thing; there’s nothing they can do about their loss of vision, but there's something they can do about their mental outlook on it,"

"The only thing that will snap you out of it is activity.  I’m not saying you're not going to feel like the whole bottom has dropped out, but you don't need to go on year after year that way. That's ridiculous."

Juanita has a lot of activities and classes planned for this auxiliary group. She and several other low-vision and blind members, for example, meet each week at Palomar Lanes bowling alley in Escondido. The group will also offer educational tips such as how to use the bus system, how to obtain maximum use from visual aids, and ways of becoming more mobile.

All she needs now is to convince people to give it a chance--apparently something many of the sight-impaired are reluctant to do,

"Most of them don't come," Juanita says. "Why? Because they’re afraid to cross the street, because they can't get someone to drive them."
"Gracious, I have to use a walker and I'm legally blind, and I use the bus system. There's just no reason why you can't be independent, I want these people to realize they don't have to confine themselves to home."

The California Council of Citizens with Low Vision meets every Tuesday afternoon in Escondido. For more information, call Juanita Morrison at (619) 743-2249.

From The Burbank Leader, Wednesday, March 2, 1988 by Bob Young, Sr., Service Clubs

Burbank Host Lions Club

Dr. Rag Penix, a longtime member of the Burbank Host Lions Club, was a speaker at the recent cabinet meeting of Lions Clubs of District 4-Li (sp?) at the Burbank Airport Hilton.

Speaking on "Thoughts to Ponder about Blindness", Dr. Penix, a member of the California Council of the Blind and many other blind organizations throughout the country, said he wanted to "debunk the bunk about blindness".

"Let's first establish some definitions of the subject 'Blindness," he said--"blindness is usually considered the loss of physical sight. The expression of physical sight gives rise to the idea that there are other kinds of sight," said Penix.

"Insight, the ability to comprehend or understand." He claims that the general public is so oriented in the use of their physical sight that it can hardly, if ever, conceive of an individual being able to carry on physically without their physical sight.

"Even more disastrously, they (the public) often associate the loss of insight along with the loss of physical sight," said Penix.

"However, it is quite likely that as the sense of touch improves with the loss of physics sight, as a result of usage, so it is possible that the necessity of more use of insight hits a similar effect.

He believes that there is a greater percentage of, under use of insight by those with physical sight than those who are blind and depend on this remaining gift of insight.

16 CALIFORNIANS HAVE QUALIFIED FOR TRYOUTS FOR THE 1988 PARALYMPICS
By Dr. Charles Buell
What are paralympics? The term means Olympics for the Handicapped, but according to the United States Olympics Committee, one is not supposed to use the term Olympics for the Blind.

Space will not permit a sketch on each of these athletes. Here are the names: The swimmers are Debbie Brandewie, Mission Viejo; John Morgan, Huntington Beach; Heidi Schetter, Irvine; Cathy Schmitt, Santa Barbara; and Trisch Zorn, Mission Viejo. The judo players are Brett Lewis, Stanford; Lynn Manning, Los Angeles and Phil Swanson, Sepulveda. The wrestler is Victor Hakopian of Buena Park. Those in track and field are Barb Campbell, Long Beach, Stephanie Lacour, Arleta, Kellie Miler, Long Beach, Stephanie Arterberrg, Riverside, Paul Smith, Lakewood, Charles Mitchell and, Leamon Stansell, Los Angeles.
In eight years. Trischa Zorn has not lost a race to another blind swimmer in national or international competition. For blind swimmers she holds at least eight world records. For three years she holds won letters at the University of Nebraska. At the Nationals, her times were 30.36 in the 50 meter free,2.38, 2:12.5 and 2:46.5 in the 200 meter Individual Medley.
John Morgan, who holds more than a half dozen records for the blind, has won letters on the UC Irvine Swim Team. At the Nationals, his times were 2:07.4 for the

200 meter free, 4:31.54 for the 400 meter free and 2:31.55 for the 200 meter Individual Medley.
Leamon Stansell ran the 100  meter in 2:11.2, 1500 meter in 4:29.4 and the 10 K in 33:2.5. He lettered at Santa Monica College in track.

Paul Smith lettered at El Camino College. He has a best time of 10.7 in the 100 meter dash.

Stephanie Arterberrg, a member of the UC Riverside track team, stands out in field events with a top discus throw of 32.09 meters or 105.4 feet.

Brett Lewis, Stanford, competed in a European meet in 1987 and won the championship in his weight division in judo.

How does a Californian qualify for national arlvd international competition? On October lst 19138 the California Association for Blind Athletes will hold competition in track and field, swimming and judo. Those who turn in performances that meet Standards for the Nationals,) become qualified for national competition. For information, contact Dr. Charles Buell, President, CASA, 33905 Calle Acordarse, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 (714) 493-5576.
CABA is the first chartered chapter of the United States Association for Blind Athletes, which holds its annual National Championship events for the Blind at different colleges around the country. This year's event will be held in Indianapolis in June at the same facilities as the 1907 Pan Am games for the able-bodied. Competition will be held in track and field, swimming, wrestling judo, power lifting, gymnastics for girls, goal ball cycling and I0K run. About 30 Californians have qualified for the Nationals which will draw about 400 athletes and will last eight days. In recent years California has won as many medals as any other state.

USABA is affiliated with the International Sports Association for Blind Athletes which sponsors international competition. About 125 athletes nationally have qualified for tryouts in Indianapolis for competition in South Korea in October. Four years ago in New York., the US athletes won more medals than did any other country. Led by Californians, the US is expected to repent in Korea the same performances as in 1984.
In the State and National Meets,, provision is made for Masters Competition. In the State Meet, on October 1st, any blind person over 30 years of age is eligible to compete in Masters Competition. The most widely known blind Masters athlete is Harrg Cordellos of San Francisco.

Blind individuals starting at age 13, regardless of their capability, are welcomed at the State Meet which will be held at California State University in Long Beach, October lst.

The above program encourages blind individuals of all capabilities to keep physically fit. It is unique in that it offers national and international competition.
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