Quarterly Magazine of the

CAIFORNIA COUNCIL OF THE BLIND

Volume XXXII Fall 1988 Number 4

Published in Braille, Cassette and Large Print

Robert J. Acosta, President (818) 998-0044

EXECUTIVE OFFICES

8915 Reseda Boulevard 
Northridge, CA 91324 
(818) 349-2636 (800) 221-6359

SACRAMENTO AREA OFFICE: Cid Urena

1399 Sacramento Avenue, Sp 25 
Bryte, CA 95605

BAY AREA OFFICE: Donald Queen

648 Kearney Street 
El Cerrito, CA 94530

EDITOR: Denise Weddle

4058 Moore Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90066 
(213) 306-8149
Please send all address changes to the Executive Offices in Northridge

CCB PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE

David E. Weddle, Chairman

4058 Moore Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90066 
(213) 306-8149

Winifred Downing

1587 38th Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94122

ohn Di Francesco

1030 Trestle Glen Road 
Oakland, CA 94610

Christopher Gray

914-4 Berend Avenue 
Mountain View, CA 94040

Bernice Kandarian

2211 Latham Street #120 
Mountain View, CA 94040

Mitchell Pomerantz

620 S. Ardmore #4 
Los Angeles, CA 90005

Gerard Rossi

388 S. Los Robles Ave. #5 
Pasadena, CA 91101

Nonmembers are requested and members are invited to pay a yearly subscription fee of $10.00 toward the printing of The Blind Californian.
If you or a friend would like to remember the California Council of the Blind in your will, you can do so by employing the following language:
"I give, devise, and bequeath unto the California Council of the Blind, a nonprofit charitable organization In California, the sum of $ (or 11
") to be used for Its worthy purposes on behalf of blind persons."
If your wishes are more complex, you may have your attorney communicate with the Northridge office for other suggested forms.

Thank you.

III

TABLE OF CONTENTS

FROM THE EDITOR'S DISK By Denise R. Weddle
.....................................................
2 REPORT FROM HEADQUARTERS By Robert J. Acosta ................................................ 4 
FALL CONVENTION ANNOUNCEMENT
................................................................ 5
REHAB RESPONDS TO RESOLUTIONS
...............................................................  8

LOS ANGELES COUNTY COMMISSION ON DISABILITIES EXPRESSES 
CONCERNS
.....................................................................................................................   9
FROM THE WORKPLACE By Mitchell Pomerantz
...................................................  10

PROPERTY TAX POSTPONEMENT
..........................................................................11
BULLETIN BOARD By Winifred Downing
................................................................12 
REPORT ON FEDERAL LEGISLATION By Winifred Downing.........................................13 SUMMARY OF PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURES
.................................................... 15
AROUND THE STATE AND NATION
...........................................................................17
FROM THE EDITOR'S DISK 
By Denise R. Weddle
It can't be said that helping to shape and mold The Blind Californian Is new to me for working with Dave to produce the camera ready copy for the large print edition and reading the magazine on tape for the past several years has certainly given me a good taste of that, but editing the magazine, complete with planning articles, getting writers, prodding them to meet deadlines and then putting the whole thing together Into a meaningful cohesive unit has proven to be a different experience. Indeed, I think many kudos are in order for Sue Staley who has carried on this task so well. And many thanks to Sue for inviting me to use the clever "From The Editor's Disk" title for the editor's quarterly message. That relieved me of one of those sometimes hard to come by creative Ideas I needed for this my first attempt at editorship.

In the Informative quarterly report from CCB President Bob Acosta, you'll find brief news on two Items considered by many to be the heart of our organization. On the one hand President Acosta discusses the 1988 Convention of the American Council of the Blind held over the week of July 4 In Little Rock, Arkansas. Having realized success running for a seat on the ACB Board of Directors, Bob found that Little Rock, Arkansas can be an exciting place to be over the week of our Nation's birthday, even with the heat and humidity found there that time of year. 
Then there's our own State Convention. What better way Is there to spend a Fall weekend than In Convention with the CCB at the Crowne Plaza Hotel near the Los Angeles International Airport? Read about plans In Bob's report and In the Fall Convention Announcement.

Elsewhere In this Issue are a thought provoking piece on estimates of the number of blind and visually Impaired persons in the work force by Mitch Pomerantz in his "From the Workplace” column, an interesting response from Rehab Director Cecle Fontanoza on some recent CCB Resolutions, an excellent summary of parliamentary procedure found and submitted by Juliet Esterly and the always Informative -"Bulletin Board" column by Winifred Downing as well as the regular “Around the State and Nation” column. So read on and enlighten yourselves to the real meaning of the California Council of the Blind and the American Council of the Blind.

[Editor's note: By the way, large print readers will notice the now print format In this Issue. I hope that the use of our new Ventura Publisher software and Laser Jet printer produces large print clarity which better meets your needs. Please let me know at the address listed In this Issue or attend the Publications Committee meeting at the upcoming convention to express your views.]
REPORT FROM HEADQUARTERS

By Robert J. Acosta
This has probably been one of the most exciting summers for me In my capacity as President of the California Council of the Blind. It began with a wonderful weeklong Convention of the American Council of the Blind held July 2-9 In Little Rock, Arkansas. The Arkansas Council of the Blind under the great leadership of Amy Pals did a truly outstanding job In hosting the convention. The members of our great national organization paid me the high honor of unanimously electing me to the ACB Board of Directors and Dr. Stephens asked me to continue as the National Convention Coordinator.

Californians played a prominent role In the success of our national convention. Barbara Parker and Marni Alvino did an outstanding job In assuring the smooth operation of the Convention. Allen Jenkins did a very capable job as the Chair of the ACB Resolutions Committee. Dr. Stephens has asked him to serve In this capacity for yet another year. Mitch Pomerantz also did a fine job on the Committee.

Brenner and Associates, our Public Relations and Fundraising firm continues to expand opportunities for the CCB. On September 28, we will hold our first meeting with the CCB Advisory Board of Directors which Is composed of major business and corporate leaders from across California. This summer, we have completed our audio-brochure for prospective members. Our grant writer Is In full swing In the drafting of various proposals for the Council.

In early August, thanks to a generous grant from the Foundation for the Advancement of the Blind, we employed the services of Lee Mitchell as our Field Representative. On July 15, Bud Melvin, the President of International Guiding Eyes dismissed Lee due to a major shortfall In the school's income. Maurice Hall, the Assistant Director of Training resigned in protest. Lee's major assignment Is to work with me to seek out possible fundraising opportunities for the Council. He Is also assisting the Foundation for the Advancement of the Blind to do the same. I believe that our Board of Directors made a wise decision In voting to employ Lee on a temporary basis.

At present, we are making plans for the Fall Convention of the CCB to be held November 10-13, 1988, at the Holiday Crown Plaza In Los Angeles. The hotel rates are $45 for singles and $48 for double, triples and quads. We are hoping to have a most Informative program for your consideration. On Friday evening there will be the election of three officers and four members of the CCB Board of Directors.

The California Council of Citizens with Low Vision will be holding a day-long workshop on Friday November 11 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. A luncheon will be served at $11 per person. CCCLV will be sending out a detailed filer to Its membership. The Braille Revival League of California will be holding a meeting on Friday morning from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. It Is hoped that they will seek affiliation with the CCB In the near future.

Mrs. Kim Charlson, the President of Guide Dog Users, Inc. will be an invited guest to the convention. Mr. Filo Tu will represent the Hawaii Association of the Blind at our convention. A full convention announcement Is Included elsewhere In this Issue.

On August 20, our scholarship committee awarded grants In the amount of approximately $17,000 to worthy blind college students. On August 27, the Membership Committee held a very productive meeting.

I wish to conclude this report by welcoming all of you to our Fall Convention. At that time, I will report to you on the Implementation of the numerous CCB Resolutions passed at our Spring Convention. Please be sure to read the Spring Convention Report In the last Issue of our Blind Californian. The wording for a proposed amendment to the CCB Constitution can be found there. In essence, the amendment asks that no person serve as the delegate for more than one CCB Affilliate. We shall vote on that amendment at the Fall Convention. I look forward to seeing all of you In November.

FALL CONVENTION ANNOUNCEMENT "OPPORTUNITY IN THE '80s
The California Council of the Blind cordially invites you to attend its Fall Convention to be held during the weekend of November 10-13, 1988, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 5985 W. Century Blvd, Los Angeles. To make your reservation, call the hotel at (213) 642-7500. Reservations may also be sent directly to the hotel.

The Crowne Plaza Hotel Is located just minutes from the Los Angeles International Airport. The hotel has six-hundred and fourteen rooms. There is a coin-operated laundry room for guests and a gift shop located just off the hotel lobby. There is also an outdoor pool.

For your eating enjoyment, The Boulevard Cafe is open daily from 6:00 PM to 11:00 PM. For a more Intimate atmosphere, try Pascalines, open for lunch and dinner only on Saturday and Sunday. After a busy day at the convention, Strings, the hotel's cocktail lounge, features outstanding complimentary hors d'oeuvres during their happy hour.

Courtesy transportation to and from the airport is available and four scheduled trips daily to Manhattan Village Shopping Mall and local beaches are also available.

All reservations must be made at the hotel by October 15 or you might not receive the Convention rates. A deposit equal to the first night's room rate Is required to guarantee your reservation. Room rates are $45.00 single and $48.00 double, triple and quad.

Beginning Thursday, November 109 at 3:30 PM to 8:00 PM, we will hand out Pre-registration packets. The Pre-registration Desk will be located near the meeting rooms on the first floor.

At 8:00 PM on Thursday, there will be an open meeting of the Board of Directors of The California Council of the Blind. All members and friends are welcome to attend.

The Registration Desk will be open on Friday from 8:00 AM to 12:00 Noon and from 1:00 PM to 7:00 PM.

It Is vital that members and friends obtain their convention badges at the Registration Desk. It Is Important that all convention attendees wear their badges at all times during the Convention. The registration fee at the door Is $5.00 per person. There Is no registration fee for preregistrants upon the purchase of a CCB dinner. Be sure to send your Pre-registration to the CCB office by no later than October 15. You can obtain preregistration forms by calling the CCB office. All checks should be made payable to the CCB and sent to the CCB office. The Registration Desk will be open all day Saturday. Remember, those who pre-register, will be eligible for a special drawing.
FRIDAY

At 9:00 AM there will be a meeting of the Constitution and By-laws Committee under the Chairmanship of Robert Campbell. This committee hearing will provide chapters and members with an opportunity to present for recommendation to the Convention, amendments to the Constitution and By-laws of the California Council of the Blind.

Also, at 9:00 AM there will be a meeting of the ACB Credentials Committee chaired by Brenda Osborn. This committee will certify all delegates and voting members to the California Council of the Blind Convention.

10:00 AM A workshop will be sponsored by the Guide Dog Users of California chaired by Joanne Pomerantz. The president of the Guide Dog Users Inc. has been Invited to the Convention.

10:00 AM The Braille Revival League of California will be holding election of officers and finalizing their constitution. John di Francesco will present a report on the World Conference In England.

1:00 PM The Committee on Employment Assistance, chaired by Mitchell Pomerantz, will host a workshop and discuss the topic, "Employment in the 1980's".

1:00 PM The Rehabilitation Services Committee, chaired by Keith Black will meet. Rehabilitation Counselors, Teachers and all other Interested persons are welcome.

1:00 PM There will be a meeting of the CCB Publications Committee chaired by David Weddle.

2:00 PM The Education Committee will meet chaired by Winifred Downing.

The meeting of the Resolutions Committee will be held after the evening session of the Convention. It Is Important that members submit resolutions at least 30 days prior to the Convention. Roger Petersen will serve as the chair of this committee.

The exhibits will be on display from 11:00 AM to 8:00 PM on Friday and all day Saturday until 5:30 PM.

On Friday, CCB members and friends are cordially Invited to attend a cold luncheon In the President's Suite.

The evening will begin with the President's Dinner which will commence at 5:15 PM. Gary Rogers, the President of the San Gabriel Chapter of the CCB, will chair the dinner meeting.

The opening session of the Convention will begin promptly at 7:00 PM. A Hospitality Room hosted by the CCB will be open throughout the weekend commencing Thursday evening.

SATURDAY

Saturday morning will begin at 7:00 AM with a breakfast meeting hosted by Guide Dog Users of California chaired by Joanne Pomerantz. At this meeting, the group will vote on whether to seek affiliation with the California Council of the Blind.

The Saturday morning session of the Convention will begin at 9:00 AM to be followed by the Orientation Center for the Blind Alumni Assoc. luncheon chaired by David Weddle.

The afternoon session will begin at 1:30 PM and will conclude by 4:00 PM. At that time, we will again hold a number of Special Interest Meetings of the Organization.

These meetings Include but are not limited to the following: Blind Students of California, Arthur Sophus, Chairman; California Council of Citizens with Low Vision, Colette Davis, Chairman; Blind Lawyers of California, Jeff Thom, Chairman; Library Users of California, Winifred Downing, Chairman; and finally a meeting of the California School for the Blind Alumni Assoc., Socorro Queen, Chairman.

The Banquet Festivities will begin at 6:00 PM with a relaxing no-host cocktail hour. The Banquet proper will begin at 7:00 PM. At our Banquet, we will honor our Scholarship Recipients for the up-coming school year. We hope to present our First Newel Perry Award to a deserving citizen In California who has been of assistance to the blind.

SUNDAY

Sunday morning will begin at 8:15 AM with our Devotional Services. The final session of the Convention will commence at 9:00 AM and conclude by no later than 1:00 PM. Checkout time at the hotel Is 2:00 PM on Sunday.

For those wishing to bring. guide dogs to the Convention, the hotel has made arrangements for an exercise area. Please ask the hotel registration desk for directions. If you require a special diet, please convey your needs to the CCB offices as soon as possible and we will do our best to accommodate you.

Please remember to fill out the pre-registration form completely. We look forward to seeing all of you at the Convention.

CONVENTION REGISTRATION GUIDELINES
1.
Pre-registration must be mailed to the office by October 15, 1988.

2.
There will be no pre-registration charge with the purchase of at least one CCB Dinner and sent to the CCB Office by no later than October 15.

3.
The above Pre-registration and Dinner Package will entitle you to take part In our Sweepstakes Drawing. If you register after October 15, there will be a $5.00 charge and you will not be eligible for the Sweepstakes.

REHAB RESPONDS TO RESOLUTIONS
State of California - Health and Welfare Agency DEPARTMENT OF REHABILITATION

830 K St. Sacramento, CA 95814 (916) 445-3971

July 14,1988

Mr. Robert Acosta, President California Council of the Blind

8915 Reseda Boulevard Northridge, CA 91324

Dear Bob:

I am pleased to reply to your letter of June 8, 1988, in which you bring to my attention five Resolutions which were passed by the recent California Council Convention here In Sacramento. I shall take up the Resolutions in order for discussion.

Resolution 88-A-1 calls for a specialized program for the administration of rehabilitation services for the blind placed at a high level within State government. I continue to believe that the present rehabilitation structure In the state is the most cost-effective method for administering rehabilitation services for all our disabled citizens. If we were to establish a separate structure, support staff would be duplicated and there would be a loss of resource to direct client services. Further, a separate agency for the blind and not for other categories of disability (the Deaf, Mentally Disabled, and Traumatic Brain Injury, etc.) would be hard to justify. I would like to take this opportunity to Inform you that effective October 19 1988 (the commencement of the Federal fiscal year), the Program Manager for the Blind, the Coordinator, and their respective support staffs are being moved to the Field Operations Division. I believe this change will enhance our services for the visually Impaired.

Resolution 88-A-2 calls for a third Dormitory Counselor at the Orientation Center for the Blind. As you are already aware, I have administratively cleared the addition of this position to the Center for Fiscal Year 1988-89,and I have Instructed our Services for the Blind staff to develop a Budget Change Proposal to establish this post permanently In the 1989-90 State fiscal year.

Resolution 88-A-5 urges an effort to assist persons who are In the United States Illegally by extending to them non-vocational services through exempting "Homemaker" cases from the employment eligibility verification requirement. First, "Homemaker" Is vocational services. Second, In my opinion, this is simply not possible because Federal law specifically prohibits us from providing services to Individuals who are in this country illegally. Further, it would appear wrong in any case to expend tax monies for people who can't be employed because their status as Illegal aliens makes employment Illegal.

Resolutions 88-A-6 and 88-A-20 both discuss staffing needs In the Department Services for the Blind field staff. Chief Deputy Director Merrill Jacobs discussed this subject with the Blind Advisory Committee only a few days before the Council's Convention and reported that the Services for the Blind Section has been assigned to review staffing, not only In the Sacramento and San Francisco Districts but throughout the entire State. When the Section's study Is completed, we have asked that its recommendations be submitted to the Field Operations Division for review and any relevant action. This Is the same method we employed In 1987.

You will recall that as a result, three and one-half Counselor Teacher positions were added to our Services for the Blind field staff. Please be assured that If the need Is established, the Department will respond.

Once again, accept my thanks for your invitation to your Convention banquet. I was so pleased to have the opportunity to meet with you and your membership to discuss some of our mutual concerns as well as some of our victories.

Sincerely, P. CECIE FONTANOZA Director

LOS ANGELES COUNTY COMMISSION ON DISABILITIES EXPRESSES CONCERNS

Los Angeles County Commission On Disabilities

383 Hall of Administration

500 West Temple Street Los Angeles, CA 90012 
(213) 974-1053 (voice) (213) 974-1707 (TDD) 
August 26, 1988

Manuel Urena, Executive Secretary California State Board of Guide Dogs for the Blind

830 "K" Street Mall 
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Mr. Urena:

The Los Angeles County Commission on Disabilities is very Interested in facilities located in Los Angeles which provide training to the disabled. At its August meeting, the Commission was told of the deteriorating situation occurring at International Guiding Eye, 13445 Glenoaks, Sylmar, California.

We understand that the Director of Training was dismissed, allegedly because of a short fall in the budget. This was done despite the school's excellent reputation for providing quality training to the blind, the deaf blind, and the multi-hand !capped who wish to learn to travel with a guide dog. We further understand that the school has lost an additional senior trainer and an apprentice. Another trainer is scheduled for maternity leave on August 27. There will be only one licensed trainer and one apprentice on staff after August 27.

Mr. Urena, the Commission feels that the California State Board of Guide Dogs for the Blind should investigate this situation to ascertain whether the school can perform the services for which it is licensed. How can this school possibly graduate any person-dog units with only one trainer? How can future classes be prepared with this shortage of staff? How can follow-up services be provided to Its graduates? What will happen to all of the dogs who are not trained In a timely fashion?

Mr. Urena, we respectfully request that the State Board of Guide Dogs for the Blind Investigate this situation at Its earliest convenience. The Commission looks forward to your reply on this matter. Thank you.

Sincerely yours, 
Mitch Pomerantz, Chairperson

FROM THE WORKPLACE

By Mitchell Pomerantz
Is anyone out there working? There are times when one must conclude that no one Is. Certainly, we know that increasing numbers of blind and visually disabled persons are finding employment but It Is difficult to prove that claim, or "quantify" it, as statisticians like to say. We read that upwards of 70% of the disabled population are unemployed or underemployed. Those of us who advocate for more jobs for blind persons quote those same figures without much thought or consideration. It Is high time that we begin to find out how things really are.

In a recent issue of the Braille Forum, ACB President Otis Stephens took issue with the statistics which are usually cited regarding the unemployment rate for the blind and visually disabled population. He argued that there are many factors contributing to the high rate of unemployment among blind and disabled persons which If taken Into account would greatly reduce the approximately 70% figure. One factor which he cites is the large number of blind persons who are not actually looking for work. Elimination of these so-called "discouraged workers" (as they are referred to by the Federal Bureau of Labor Statistics), would reduce the overall unemployment rate by some unknown but significant amount. Since the BLS doesn't count "discouraged workers" In its monthly summary of the Nation's employed, one might argue that blind persons not actually seeking work shouldn't be Included either. The only problem Is that there Is no way of knowing why such Inactive jobseekers are "discouraged." I know of many blind persons who after a protracted period of time have simply glen up and stopped looking for work.

While I don't necessarily agree that such statistics are misleading, we should always keep In mind that old axiom that there are three kinds of lies: The little white lie, the big lie, and statistics. As the organized blind movement has long resisted being lumped together with other disability groups In the provision of rehabilitation, education, and other services, we should not accept such generalized unemployment and disability statistics at face value. In fact, It Is In my judgment time to begin working toward gathering relevant employment data specifically on blind and physically disabled persons. Such a step Is In the process of being taken and I would like to bring you up-to-date on what's happening.

Over the last few years our Committee on Employment Assistance has devoted a considerable amount of time and effort In establishing our Equipment Loan Fund. A second project has of necessity received less attention, but It has now become a priority. Thanks to the efforts of CEA member Dave Weddle and others, we have developed an employment Questionnaire" which we will be distributing shortly. If things go well It Is possible that some of you will have an opportunity to participate In a pilot survey during our forthcoming Fall Convention. If you don't get the chance In November I hope that a great many of you will at some time participate In this survey. Recently, several of us were discussing future possibilities and we agreed that It would be great to see this or a similar survey eventually administered on a national basis. While that goal may be a bit down the road, It Is definitely a worthwhile Idea to establish and promote.

We will keep all CCB members and friends Informed as we approach statewide distribution of the survey.
PROPERTY TAX POSTPONEMENT

May 10, 1988 
OFFICE OF THE CONTROLLER Gray Davis

300 Capitol Mail, 18th Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
CONTACT: Karin Caves (916) 445-2636

State Controller Gray Davis has announced that May 16 began the 1988 filing period for the Property Tax Postponement Program administered by the Controller's Office. The program allows qualified homeowners and mobile home owners to postpone or defer payment of all or part of the property taxes on their homes.

This program has proved to be a blessing for many senior, blind or disabled citizens because It can make the difference In their ability to remain In their homes during their lifetime without being forced to sell because of property taxes said Davis.

"The program operates similar to a multiple Interest rate loan from the State to qualified homeowners for payment of their residential property taxes. Postponed amounts do not have to be repaid until the homeowner either dies, sells the home, moves out and leaves no spouse or qualified participant In the program, or allows future taxes to become delinquent," added Davis.

Controller Davis has launched an extensive outreach program In an effort to reach as many persons as possible who may qualify for the Postponement Program. The 1988 filing period Is from May 16 through December 12, 1988. To qualify for 1988, applicants must:


Be age 62 or older by December 31, 1988, or be blind or disabled.


Have owned and occupied their residence or mobile home as of December 31, 1987.  
Have a total household Income for the calendar year 1987 of $24,000 or less ($34,000 for those who filed and qualified for tax postponement In 1983).  


Have a 20 percent equity In their home or mobile home. 
Qualified applicants are sent Certificates of Eligibility to postpone their property taxes. The taxpayer fills In the amount of taxes they wish to postpone, endorses the certificates and presents them to the County Tax Collector, who accepts the certificates as payment. The Tax Collector submits the signed certificates to the State and Is reimbursed for the postponed taxes. To assure repayment, a notice Is filed with the County Recorder securing the property for the amount of the postponed property taxes plus Interest. Postponement does not affect the homeowners' SSI or Medicare benefits.

Further Information and claim form booklets are available from state and county libraries, tax collectors and assessor's offices, some senior citizens centers and franchise tax board off Ices, or may be obtained by contacting State Controller Gray Davis, Property Tax Postponement, P.O. Box 953, Sacramento, CA 95812-0953.
For more Information, homeowners may also call the Property Tax Postponement Program toll-free number at 800-952-5661.

BULLETIN BOARD

By Winifred Downing
Books Wanted: Does anyone have a Braille copy of MILTON CROSS'S Complete Stories of the Great Operas which you would like to give away? Also, does anyone know of where a Braille copy of the Thesaurus an be secured? Affirmative answers to these questions should be sent to John di Francesco, 1030 Trestle Glen Road, Oakland 94610.

RP MESSENGER is now available In Braille. This Is the biannual publication of the Texas Association of Retinitis Pimentos, Inc. Since 1976 It has been produced In large print and since 1978 on cassette. For more Information contact Dorothy Stiefel, Managing Editor, P.O. Box 8388, Corpus Christi, Texas 78457-9388. An annual reader-membership contributlon would seem to be necessary, but write to find out for sure.

From the June, 1988, Issue of The Matilda Ziegler Magazine: If you enjoy listening to the radio and like radio as a hobby, you will wish to have DX Audio Service, a monthly magazine from the national radio club provided on C90 cassettes. You will hear Information about stations, air checks, news, features, and technical discussions. For details send a self-addressed, stamped envelope to National Radio Club, P.O. Box 24, Cambridge, Wisconsin 53523-0024. If you would like to hear an actual program, enclose $3.00 for the latest release.

Equipment Clearinghouse: If you want to buy or sell anything from a slate to an Optacon, contact Barbara Mattson, 134 A Hall Street, Spartanburg, South Carolina 29302, (803) 585-7323. If you write, enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope. If you call and don't want to leave a message on the answering machine, hang up at the third ring; otherwise, leave your name and number for a return collect call.

Directory of Services: A directory of agencies and services for all organizations concerned with the blind and visually Impaired In California Is a valuable addition to the library of reference materials for anyone In this field. Vital statistics to assist In purchasing, definitions of terms, explanations of postal requirements, and much other valuable information Is Included besides the list of agencies. Send $10.00 for each copy and $1.00 shipping charge to Frank Ryan, 415 South Oakland Avenue, No. 8, Pasadena, California 91101.

From Our Special, January, 1988: The tape series "Welcome to My Shop," a do-it-yourself home repair cassette worked up for the visually Impaired, Is available from Mrs. Moe Suhrbler, 1 N.E. Circle, Hot Springs Village, Arkansas 71909. For the Introductory tape send a C60 cassette and a return addressed label.

From The Matilda Ziegler Magazine, Midsummer, 1988: Braille ham radio equipment Is available at bargain prices from Tom Benham. Included are receivers, transmitters, frequency marker, transformers, filter capacitors, and chokes. Contact T.A. Benham, 1043 Lancaster Avenue, Berwyn, Pennsylvania 19312.

Term-Talk Is Computer Aids Corporation's latest product In Its "talk" family of software for the Apple computer. It allows communication between a blind or visually Impaired person with an Apple computer and modem and other systems, Including the well-known Compuserve. The cost is $195.00. For more information call (800) 647-8255 or write Computer Aids Corporation, 124 W. Washington, Suite 110, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802.

You can obtain from your library that sends you talking books a tape containing the voter Information materials for the upcoming state election.

The Used Computer Store, located at 15681 Roxford, Sylmar, CA has various kinds of equipment which might be useful to computer buffs. Used computers, peripherals, and software are all available and many different brands can be found. The staff will help you find what you need, and you can sell your used equipment to them. Prices are reasonable. The phone number is (818) 364-1515.

Send items for this column to Winifred Downing, 1587 38th Avenue, San Francisco, California 94122. As you can see, more and more readers are doing just that.

Report on Federal Legislation

By Winifred Downing
Please resolve to write at least one letter to each of our state senators--Pete Wilson and Alan Cranston--and to your local congressman on some of these Issues. The address for the Senate Is Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510; the address for the House Is House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515.

Unrelated Business Income Tax: In my last report, I mentioned hearings on the Unrelated Business Income Tax--exemptions extended to activities of nonprofit corporations which small businesses are beginning to resent. The matter will probably not be pursued in this session of Congress, but In anticipation of continuing pressure on the subject, the American Foundation for the Blind has suggested an ad hoc committee of representatives of Interested agencies and organizations to be prepared ahead of time for necessary action. The Legislative Working Group of ALL may conduct workshops concerning the problem.

Air Transportation: The regulations governing air carriers remained open for public comment until September 20. The policy of restricting exit row seating continues, but there Is no limitation on the number of disabled persons permitted on one flight. Remedies against alleged discrimination remain long and complicated.

Housing: HRI158 and S558 guaranteeing fair housing have been approved. Housing laws were originally enacted In 1968 as an amendment to the Civil Rights Act of 1964, but they contained no enforcement mechanisms. Individuals could sue on their own and the Justice Department could act If a pattern of discrimination were established, but the difficulties of this arrangement meant that, though complaints alleging discrimination persisted, no remedial steps were taken. Under the new law, HUD could Issue complaints for Individuals, and the handicapped are specifically covered. It Is anticipated that the President will sign this legislation which Is viewed as a great victory by coalitions of the disabled since It will also affect removal of architectural barriers. It would not seem to have really significant Implications for the blind and visually Impaired because few complaints regarding discrimination have surfaced from this group.

Civil Rights: 60 members of the House and 119 Senators will petition the Supreme Court on the first Monday In October not to overturn Its 1976 decision In the case of Runyan vs. McCrary. The effect of this reversal, should It occur, would be to limit the Impact of Civil Rights legislation concerning non-discriminatory practices, making necessary further explicit laws to assure rights that have been taken for granted for some years now. In view of the huge struggle to pass the Civil Rights Restoration Act, passed by both houses over the President's veto, It Is Important to avoid a reexamination of old problems If at all possible.

SSI: SSI, the program that assists persons In need who are aged, blind, or disabled, has been found to benefit only half of those whom It Is Intended to help. Insufficient attention to outreach efforts and extremely rigid eligibility requirements are thought to be the causative factors. On July 6 the SSI Comprehensive Improvements Act of 1988 (HR4979) was Introduced by Edward Royal. It would extend benefits to the homeless, those over 50 who are chronically unemployed, and the Illiterate; grant aid to disabled children under 18 without counting against such aid all the parents' assets; Increase benefits and tie further Increases to the Consumer Price Index so that they more faithfully reflect the cost of living; make requirements for eligibility less restrictive; and alter definitions concerning Income to encourage some savings. Additional sponsors for the bill are expected when It Is Introduced In the new congress In 1989, and the blindness community will want to watch developments. Indicate your Interest In these revisions by writing to your congressmen now and at the beginning of the now session.

Technology: Though the legislation Introduced by Senator Kerry and Congressman Owens, which would have established state centers for disseminating knowledge concerning Computers and other technological developments for the disabled, has apparently been dropped, S2561 by Senator Harkin and HR4904 by Congressman Owens, the Technology Related Assistance for Disabled Persons Act of 1988, has met with approval and will probably be signed Into law by the President. Start-up funds for the program are guaranteed In HR4783 and In the Senate Labor HHS Education appropriation. There Is no limitation on the age of those who can be served under this act.

Targeted Jobs Tax Credits: HR4333 and S2238 are measures concerning adjustments sought to the tax legislation of 1986. Among the provisions Is a renewal of the Targeted Jobs Tax Credits which will sunset In December of this year. The measure passed the House on August 4, Including reauthorization of the program through 1990, but final passage by both houses Is far from certain.

Appropriations: Determined to escape the monetary confusion caused by not meeting appropriations deadlines In 1987, the legislature has thus far acted upon 13 funding measures. No controversial developments are anticipated In this election year; the Revenue Foregone Subsidy, which Insures the Free Matter for the Blind mailing and special allowances for Third Class mail of great Importance to non-profit organizations, is safe this year.

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1988: In my last report I detailed the consequences of this very Important piece of legislation which would secure for the disabled many civil rights that others enjoy through the passage of the 1964 act but which were not specified for the handicapped then. Because of the anticipated effects of this measure, It was referred to a number of committees and has not been reported out by any of them. No one Is much surprised that It will probably not pass In this session of congress; but the favorable reaction It received In both houses assures Its early introduction In 1989. Again, anticipate this event by writing to your representatives now and again early In the new session.

Deaf-Blind Centers: The elimination from the President's budget of the separate funding for deaf-blind centers has not been supported by appropriate legislation so that It will undoubtedly have no bearing on this year's financing of such centers separately from services for the severely handicapped. No one thinks, though, that this threat will disappear; hopefully, appropriate Interest groups will be prepared for next year's effort to lump deaf-blind services with those for the severely handicapped and will have defensive strategies prepared ahead of time.

SUMMARY OF PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURES

[Editor's Note: The following article from the Retired Public Employee's Association Manuel was submitted by Juliet Bindt Esterly.]

There are eight steps necessary to adopting a motion:

1.
Rise and address the chair.

2.
Receive recognition of the chair.

3.
Make the motion.

4.
The motion Is seconded.

5.
Chair states the motion.

6.
Discussion or debate by the assembly

7.
Chair puts the question to a vote.

8.
Chair announces the vote and the result.

There are three types of motions:

1.
Main motions: The method of bringing specific pieces of business to the floor for a vote.

2.
Privileged motions (undebatable): May be Introduced during the discussion of the main motion.

a. To fix time and place to which to adjourn 
b. To adjourn 
c. To take recess 
d. To rise to a question of privilege 
e. To call for orders of the day

3.
Subsidiary motions: May modify or dispose of main motions.

a. To table
b. To call the previous question (needs a 2/3 vote) 
c. To limit debate (needs a 2/3 vote) 
d. To extend debate (needs a 2/3 vote) 
e. To postpone definitely 
f. To refer question to a committee 
g. To amend 
h. To postpone Indefinitely

Require vote - Any motion which restricts the privileges of the members requires a two-thirds vote, all others, a majority vote.

Voting - Anyone may call for a rising vote or a ballot vote. Ask for a ballot vote if you feel that the members are more likely to express their real opinion If the vote is secret. Votes may also be taken by calling for aye's and nay's.

Division - On a voice vote, when you think there Is a question as to the result of the vote, you may call out "Division" or "I call for a division This means you want a rising vote so that accurate count can be made.

General consent - When the Chair knows that everyone Is In favor of a motion he/she may say, "If there Is no objection, we will dispense with

or "if there Is no objection, we will adopt ...

To withdraw a motion - Before It Is stated by the Chair, the maker of a motion may withdraw It; after It Is stated, he may withdraw It If no one objects.

Suspend the rules - When you wish to change or depart from adopted agenda or to take up a matter out of Its proper order, you may say I move to suspend the rules and take up 
Handy Parliamentary Reference to Expedite Business

DO YOU WISH TO:

TAKE A REPORT?.: Inform the chair before the meeting.

INTRODUCE SOMETHING NEW?: Rise, address the chair -- Mr. President - Receive recognition ... Say, "I move ... ... You are privileged to speak first to your own motion after It Is seconded and stated by the chair. (if you have planned In advance, hand a copy to the secretary)

WITHDRAW YOUR MOTION: If your motion has not been stated by the chair... "I withdraw my motion. If your motion has been stated by the chair... "I request permission to withdraw...

REJECT OR "KILL" A MOTION: I move to postpone the question Indefinitely." Opens the pending question to further discussion and If carried, Kills" the question without a vote on It.

CHANGE A MOTION?: Amend In the following way: by saying "I move to amend by ...

1.  Adding word(s) at the end.

2.  Inserting word(s).

3.  Striking out word(s).

4.  Striking out and Inserting.

5.  Substituting one paragraph or motion or resolution for another.

Remember.. amendments are not In order If ...

1.
They are not germane.

2.
They are Identical to a question decided In the same meeting .

3.
They make the affirmative equivalent to the negative of the original question.

CONSIDER A OUESTION A SECOND TIME?: "I move to reconsider the vote ... n May be made only If you voted on the prevailing side and made at the same meeting or on the next day as In a convention. Needs a second and takes a majority vote - returns the motion to the discussion period.

l move to rescind the motion (may be made at any time, by anyone, -

only the unexecuted part of the motion can be rescinded) A two-thirds vote unless notice has been given - then a majority vote. An affirmative vote wipes out the original motion.

QUESTION THE VOTE COUNT?.: I call for "Division" (no second needed) One person may demand that the vote be recounted. If you are not sure of the results of the vote, call for Division. (or Division of the House)

QUESTION THE MOTION TO USE?... ETC.: I rise to a parliamentary Inquiry

WHETHER RULES ARE BEING VIOLATED?: "I rise to a point of order." (no second needed) Chair rules and the decision Is final unless an

appeal Is made.

DISAGREE WITH THE DECISION OF THE CHAIR?: "I appeal the decision of the chair." (requires a second) Must be made at the time a decision of the chair Is made. Announcement of a vote Is not a ruling.

QUESTION SOMETHING NOT REFERRING TO PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE?: "I rise to a point of Information."

PROVIDE A TEMPORARY INTERMISSION?: "I move we recess for “x” minutes. "Needs a second -- may be amended as to time - majority vote-.

AROUND THE STATE AND NATION

SUPPORT BRAILLE AND WIN A CONTEST

By Juliet Esterly

Those of you who recognize the value of Braille are Invited to attend and join the Braille Revival League of California (BRLC) on Friday morning at the up-coming CCB convention In Los Angeles. We will be adopting our constitution and electing permanent officers before applying for affiliation to the national BRL and to CCB. Our program will Include reports on the International Conference to Consider Revising the English Literary Braille Code. We hope to hear from the four Californians that will be attending this London meeting In September as observers: CCB Is sending John Di Francesco, President of the Braille Revival League; Norma Schecter will be observing for the California Transcribers and Educators for the Visually Handicapped and has done extensive research that resulted In three papers that will be presented. Audrey Hebner Is always a staunch supporter of Braille and a very rapid reader. Juliet Esterly wrote a paper that will be discussed. So come enjoy these reports and be charter members of BRLC.

There will also be a prize for the most unique and practical suggestion for making Braille labels-for clothes, jewelry, frozen foods, cassettes, tickets or what have you. It would help If suggestions were mailed ahead to BRLC President, Juliet Esterly, 2408 Ptarmigan Dr. #1 , Walnut Creek, CA 94595.

CCLV SEEKS MEMBERSHIP

Office of the Membership Secretary

5016 Silk Oak Dr, Sarasota, FL 34232 
Telephone (813) 371-2153
 August 15,1988

Dear Friend of CCLV;

The 1988 Annual Meeting of the Council of Citizens with Low Vision was held In Little Rock, Arkansas early In July. At that meeting the membership year of the Council was returned to a calendar year basis. This change will be a benefit to members since payment of current dues will cover membership until December 31,1989.

Members of a state or local chapter of CCLV should send dues to their chapter secretary or treasurer before the end of December In order to provide accurate records to the CCLV for the mailing of the CCLV news and other publications. Those who have not received their Issues of CCLV news should check with their chapter officers to be sure their membership has been renewed at the national level.

For further information regarding CCLV, contact your local CCLV chapter or Office of the Membership Secretary, 5016 Silk Oak Dr., Sarasota, Florida 34232.

ADMINISTRATIVE APPOINTMENTS AT THE FOUNDATION FOR THE JUNIOR BLIND

Bob Rails, Executive Director of the Foundation for the Junior Blind Is pleased to announce that a search has been completed and the positions of Director of Programs and Services, the position responsible for the overall direct services of the Foundation and Director of Adult Services, the position responsible for Adult Services Programs have been filled.

David Eking has been appointed Director of Programs and Services. A professor In the School of Social Work at McMurray College In Jacksonville, Illinois and formerly Director of Residential and Social Services at the Illinois School for the Blind and Visually Impaired In Jacksonville, David will be relocating to Southern California and will be joining the FJB staff on October 4th. David has extensive experience as a facilitator, social worker, administrator and leader In the field of blindness and visual Impairment. He has also been active In Illinois on many Boards, as well as professional and civic organizations. Among his many Interests Is soccer. He now serves as a certified soccer official for the Illinois High School Association.

Diane Tarrant has been appointed Director of Adult Services of the Foundation. Diane Is well-known to the Foundation and those In the field in California, and she has served as the social worker In the FJB Adult Services programs since joining the staff two years ago. Prior to joining the FJB staff, Diane served as a Counselor Teacher for the State Department of Rehabilitation and, prior to that, as an administrator at the McDaniel Independent Living Center. A graduate of University of Southern California's School of Social Work, she obtained her M.S.W. In1982 and was the first blind person to graduate from the program before or since. Diane has been active In many professional associations and received numerous awards for her professional and personal accomplishments.

SCHOLARSHIP HONORS JULIET KING BINDT ESTERLY

The Juliet King Esterly Scholarship Fund was established at Scripps College In Claremont In 1954, but greatly enhanced In 1979 by an alumna as an expression of admiration for the ability and accomplishments of Juliet King Esterly (Class of 1934). It shall be awarded to students showing financial need with strong preference given to a blind or visually handicapped applicant. The recipients must demonstrate scholastic achievement, and possess character and personal qualities that auger well for success In her chosen field. An applicant who Is not blind or visually handicapped may be considered If such applicant has chosen a field of Interest that will be In part, If not wholly, related to or directed toward the service of the blind or visually handicapped.

For further Information contact the Office of Admissions, 1030 Columbia Avenue, Scripps College, Claremont, California 91711, or phone (714) 621-8149.
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